ADMINISTERING   THE   REBUILDING   ACTS
than a hundred entries relating to disputes about buildings
and street lines. If it is remembered that recourse to the Court
was available only after the ward authorities had failed to pro-
duce a solution, the figures are startling.1 The Aldermen
dealt with them as best they could. They viewed and mediated,
and they called on the surveyors to give opinions and to suggest
modifications.2 If adjustment proved impossible, compensa-
tion was proposed. If the parties proved obdurate, a decision
was given, and both sides bound to observe it. Generally
moderation triumphed, though the struggle was often long
drawn out.
Decisions about improvements have also been touched upon.
Apart from the street schemes, once they had been planned
their execution was mainly a matter of the ordinary City
routine.3 Each was placed under a committee drawn from both
courts with powers to make the necessary contracts and to buy
land if needed. These committees were responsible for the
work and passed the contractors'4 accounts. The latter might
require the sanction of the Court of Aldermen before the
Chamberlain could pay them, but this was not an invariable
rule. In general, so far as building improvements were con-
cerned, it was the amount to be done rather than innovations
of method which marked the time as exceptional. The only
changes of note were the employment of many different
contractors, the substitution of the surveyors for the City
1  So startling that for a time I assumed that the ward authorities must have been
passed over. However, if one assumes that no more than two-thirds of the four thousand
foundations staked out before the end of the summer of 1669 were being built upon,
the figure becomes understandable.   The Repertory is 74.
2  Some of their reports are to be found in the Viewers' Booksy vols. I and II, others
in the Repertories. The Surveyors did not oust the City Viewers but, in the area of the
rebuilding, they did in fact perform some of their functions.   In July 1668, Mr.
Rawlins, the eldest clerk in the Utter (Mayor's) Court, was ordered to attend them in
their views upon disputes and to draw up and enter the same *as hee useth to doe of the
views of the common viewers of this Citty*: (Repert., 74, f. 225).
3 The Fleet Scheme was an exception and, though committees were usually drawn
from both courts, this was not invariable.
4 The word is used advisedly.  Knoop and Jones, op. cit., have shown that the
masons were genuine contractors, and the same is true of other prominent people
working on the rebuilding.